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Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for controlling a rights 
expression specifying a manner of use of an item, said method comprising: 

specifying,, by a provider of an item,, a computer-readable rights expression, wherein said 
rights expression indicates indicating a manner of use of said item by a recipient of said item and 
a condition for use of said item by said recipient, said condition indicating that said use of said 
item by said recipient is subject to control an authorization by a stakeholder; 

associating said rights expression with said item; and 

receiving a request, at a repository computing device, for use of said item from said 
recipient; 

granting by said stakeholder said authorization for use of said item by said recipient, in 
accordance with said condition; and 

controlling said repository computing device by said stakeholder to thereby control said 
use of said item by said recipient based on said condition in said rights expression and said 
authorization granted by said stakeholder . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

obtaining permission for granting said use of said item by a first repository from a second 
repository; and 

controlling said second repository by said stakeholder to control said use of said item by 
said recipient. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
employing a digital ticket that references said rights expression; 

specifying in said rights expression that presentment of said digital ticket is required for 
allowing granting said use of said item by said recipient; and 

controlling said digital ticket by said stakeholder to control said use of said item by said 
recipient. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

specifying by said stakeholder in a rights expression a condition for use of said item by 
said recipient; and 

associating said rights expression of said stakeholder with said item. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

indicating in said condition specified by said stakeholder that said use of said item by 
said recipient is subject to authorization by a stakeholder. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

specifying by a plurality of stakeholders in respective rights expressions respective 
conditions for use of said item by said recipient; and 

associating said rights expressions of said stakeholders with said item. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

indicating in at least one of said respective conditions that said use of said item by said 
recipient is subject to authorization by one or more of said plurality of stakeholders. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

specifying by said provider in said rights expression a condition indicating that said use 
of said item by said recipient is subject to respective conditions of a plurality of stakeholders. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

specifying by said stakeholder in said rights expression that said condition for use of said 
item by said recipient is subject to control by another stakeholder. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

specifying in said rights expression said conditions of said plurality of stakeholders 
indicating that said use of said item by said recipient is subject to authorization by one or more of 
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said plurality of stakeholders. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

employing a master license that at least one of references said rights expression and is 
referenced by said item, said master license including a latest version of said rights expression; 
checking said master license for said latest version of said rights expression; and 
controlling said master license by said stakeholder to control said use of said item by said 
recipient. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein said master license includes at least one 
rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in accordance with applicable 
legislation, law or regulation. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein said master license is under the control of a 
regulatory or governmental unit. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 

accessing one or more pointers that references said master license to perform said 
checking step. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 

accessing one or more pointers that reference one or more pointers to said master license 
to perform said checking step. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

changing said one or more of said pointers to reference another master license instead of 
said master license or in addition to said master license. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

employing a central control repository that at least one of references said rights 
expression and is referenced by said item, said central control repository including a latest 
version of said rights expression; 

checking said central control repository for said latest version of said rights expression; 

and 

controlling said central control repository by said stakeholder to control said use of said 
item by said recipient. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein said central control repository includes at 
least one rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in accordance with applicable 
legislation, law or regulation. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein said central control repository is under the 
control of a regulatory or governmental unit. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said rights expression includes a prohibited 
manner of use by said recipient of said item. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said manner of use comprises a usage right. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said use of said item includes access to said 
item. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said recipient includes at least one of a user of 
said item, a distributor of said item and a consumer of said item. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said item includes at least one of digital 
content, digital goods, digital services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital 
services. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system for controlling a rights 
expression specifying manners of use of an item, said system comprising: 

means for specifying,, by a provider of an kern, a computer-readable rights expression, 
wherein said rights expression indicates indicating a manner of use of said item by a recipient of 
said item and a condition for use of said item by said recipient, said condition indicating that said 
use of said item by said recipient is subject to control an authorization by a stakeholder; 

means for associating said rights expression with said item; and 

means for receiving a request, at a repository computing device, for use of said item from 
said recipient; 

means for granting by said stakeholder said authorization for use of said item by said 
recipient, in accordance with said condition; and 

means for controlling said repository computing device by said stakeholder to thereby 
control said use of said item by said recipient based on said condition in said rights expression 
and an authorization granted by said stakeholder . 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for obtaining permission for granting said use of said item by a first repository 
from a second repository; and 

means for controlling said second repository by said stakeholder to control said use of 
said item by said recipient. 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 
means for employing a digital ticket that references said rights expression; 

means for specifying in said rights expression that presentment of said digital ticket is 
required for allowing granting said use of said item by said recipient; and 

means for controlling said digital ticket by said stakeholder to control said use of said 
item by said recipient. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for specifying by said stakeholder in a rights expression a condition for use of said 
item by said recipient; and 

means for associating said rights expression of said stakeholder with said item. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for indicating in said condition specified by said stakeholder that said use of said 
item by said recipient is subject to authorization by a stakeholder. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for specifying by a plurality of stakeholders in respective rights expressions 
respective conditions for use of said item by said recipient; and 

means for associating said rights expressions of said stakeholders with said item. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 30, further comprising: 

means for indicating in at least one of said respective conditions that said use of said item 
by said recipient is subject to authorization by one or more of said plurality of stakeholders. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for specifying by said provider in said rights expression a condition indicating that 
said use of said item by said recipient is subject to respective conditions of a plurality of 
stakeholders. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for specifying by said stakeholder in said rights expression that said condition for 
use of said item by said recipient is subject to control by another stakeholder. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

means for specifying in said rights expression said respective conditions of said plurality 
of stakeholders indicating that said use of said item by said recipient is subject to authorization 
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by one or more of said plurality of stakeholders. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for employing a master license that at least one of references said rights expression 
and is referenced by said item, said master license including a latest version of said rights 
expression; 

means for checking said master license for said latest version of said rights expression; 

and 

means for controlling said master license by said stakeholder to control said use of said 
item by said recipient. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said master license includes at least one 
rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in accordance with applicable 
legislation, law or regulation. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said master license is under the control of a 
regulatory or governmental unit. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 35, further comprising: 

means for accessing one or more pointers that references said master license to perform 
said checking. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 35, further comprising: 

means for accessing one or more pointers that reference one or more pointers to said 
master license to perform said checking. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 38, further comprising: 

changing said one or more of said pointers to reference another master license instead of 
said master license or in addition to said master license. 
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41 . (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for employing a central control repository that at least one of references said rights 
expression and is referenced by said item, said central control repository including a latest 
version of said rights expression; 

means for checking said central control repository for said latest version of said rights 
expression; and 

means for controlling said central control repository by said stakeholder to control said 
use of said item by said recipient. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 41 , wherein said central control repository includes at 
least one rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in accordance with applicable 
legislation, law or regulation. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 41, wherein said central control repository is under the 
control of a regulatory or governmental unit. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said rights expression includes a prohibited 
manner of use by said recipient of said item. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said manner of use comprises a usage right. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said use of said item includes access to said 
item. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said recipient includes at least one of a user 
of said item, a distributor of said item and a consumer of said item. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said item includes at least one of digital 
content, digital goods, digital services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital 
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services. 

49-146. (Canceled) 

147. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said stakeholder is a third party. 

148. (New) The system of claim 25, wherein said stakeholder is a third party. 

149. (New) A computer- readable medium including one or more computer-readable 
instructions embedded therein for controlling use of an item, said computer-readable instructions 
comprising: 

instructions for specifying, by a provider of an item, a computer-readable rights 
expression, wherein said rights expression indicates a manner of use of said item by a recipient 
of said item and a condition for use of said item by said recipient, said condition indicating that 
said use of said item by said recipient is subject to an authorization by a stakeholder; 

instructions for associating said rights expression with said item; 

instructions for receiving a request, at a repository computing device, for use of said item 
from said recipient; 

instructions for granting by said stakeholder said authorization for use of said item by 
said recipient, in accordance with said condition; and 

instructions for controlling said repository computing device by said stakeholder to 
thereby control said use of said item by said recipient based on said rights expression and an 
authorization granted by said stakeholder. 

150. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for granting said use of said item by a first repository from a second 

repository; and 

instructions for controlling said second repository by said stakeholder to control said use 
of said item by said recipient. 
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151. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for employing a digital ticket that references said rights expression; 
instructions for specifying in said rights expression that presentment of said digital ticket 

is required for granting_said use of said item by said recipient; and 

instructions for controlling said digital ticket by said stakeholder to control said use of 
said item by said recipient. 

152. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for specifying by said stakeholder in a rights expression a condition for use 

of said item by said recipient; and 

instructions for associating said rights expression of said stakeholder with said item. 

153. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 152, further comprising: 
instructions for indicating in said condition specified by said stakeholder that said use of 

said item by said recipient is subject to authorization by a stakeholder. 

154. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for specifying by a plurality of stakeholders in respective rights expressions 

respective conditions for use of said item by said recipient; and 

instructions for associating said rights expressions of said stakeholders with said item. 

155. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 154, further comprising: 
instructions for indicating in at least one of said respective conditions that said use of said 

item by said recipient is subject to authorization by one or more of said plurality of stakeholders. 

156. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for specifying by said provider in said rights expression a condition 

indicating that said use of said item by said recipient is subject to respective conditions of a 
plurality of stakeholders. 
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157. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 152, further comprising: 
instructions for specifying by said stakeholder in said rights expression that said 

condition for use of said item by said recipient is subject to control by another stakeholder. 

158. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 156, further comprising: 
instructions for specifying in said rights expression said respective conditions of said 

plurality of stakeholders indicating that said use of said item by said recipient is subject to 
authorization by one or more of said plurality of stakeholders. 

159. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for employing a master license that at least one of references said rights 

expression and is referenced by said item, said master license including a latest version of said 
rights expression; 

instructions for checking said master license for said latest version of said rights 
expression; and 

instructions for controlling said master license by said stakeholder to control said use of 
said item by said recipient. 

160. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 159, wherein said master license 
includes at least one rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in accordance with 
applicable legislation, law or regulation. 

161. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 159, wherein said master license is under 
the control of a regulatory or governmental unit. 

162. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 159, further comprising: 
instructions for accessing one or more pointers that references said master license to 

perform said checking. 
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163. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 159, further comprising: 
instructions for accessing one or more pointers that reference one or more pointers to said 

master license to perform said checking. 

164. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 162, further comprising: 

changing said one or more of said pointers to reference another master license instead of 
said master license or in addition to said master license. 

165. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, further comprising: 
instructions for employing a central control repository that at least one of references said 

rights expression and is referenced by said item, said central control repository including a latest 
version of said rights expression; 

instructions for checking said central control repository for said latest version of said 
rights expression; and 

instructions for controlling said central control repository by said stakeholder to control 
said use of said item by said recipient. 

166. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 165, wherein said central control 
repository includes at least one rights expression indicating a manner of use of said item in 
accordance with applicable legislation, law or regulation. 

167. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 165, wherein said central control 
repository is under the control of a regulatory or governmental unit. 

168. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said rights expression 
includes a prohibited manner of use by said recipient of said item. 

169. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said manner of use 
comprises a usage right. 
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170. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said use of said item 
includes access to said item. 

171. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said recipient includes at 
least one of a user of said item, a distributor of said item and a consumer of said item. 

172. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said item includes at least 
one of digital content, digital goods, digital services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and 
non-digital services. 

173. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 149, wherein said stakeholder is a third 
party. 
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